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A value, to value, valuation ………

What is valuation ? 

Valuation of nature is an intentional activity 
undertaken to generate information about 
values of nature and of human-nature relations 
to make values visible for decision making. 

Valuation has a purpose

Improve

1) Quality of life, 2) Status of nature 3) Justice



Why is valuation (and methods used) important ?

Questions emerge whenever people give a mandate to 
somebody to conduct a valuation.

Who is providing this mandate? 
What is its scope? 

Who is conducting the valuation? 
How will the valuation results be used? 

Which values are considered? 
Whose values are (not) taken into account? 

Intertwined with these questions is the choice of 
appropriate methods



Embedding valuation in decision-
making

Valuation at different stages of the 

policy cycle

• To inform
• To decide
• To design



Valuation Atlas

Over 50 different 
methods to assess 
nature’s values have 
been applied in diverse 
social-ecological 
contexts around the 
world 



Assessment of valuation methods

Typology
Needed a valuation typology encompassing how different disciplines 
and knowledge systems contribute to valuation

Assess
What information about nature’s values can methods make visible
Pros & cons for different valuation goals 
Pros & cons for different decision-making purposes  



Valuation Methods Families
Where do values “come from” – where do the valuator look for information



Biodiversity mapping

The Bioscore



Recreation choice methods

What people do in nature

Where the activities take place

Kaae, 2020; Kaae et al. 2018

Olafsson at al. 2016.



Q-methodology

Differences
Naturalness

Conservation
Species

Interaction

Biodiversity is ...

... and it is important because...

Natual processes
Moral duty Insurance

Recreation



Jette Bredahl’s Talk 

GREEN BNP measure

Integrated modelling
for Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services

Berit Hasler’s Talk 



Analysed each of the method families

• What is assessed?

• Methods “belonging” to the family

• How is information about values generated

• What value types are elicited

• How are stakeholder included

• Valuation “products” for decision making

• Limitations



What are the 
limitations? 
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Trade-offs in methods choice 

Choosing appropriate valuation 
methods involves identifying their 
comparative strengths and 
weaknesses, particularly by 
taking into account their 
relevance, robustness and 
resource requirements.
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#ValuesAssessment

Merci!
¡Gracias!

Thank you!


